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ZOOLOGICAL NOTES AND QUERIES. 


Ballan Wrasse. t shall be much , obliged for a figure of the specimen described by 
Mr. Harris—E. Newman. 


Winter Garden on the Present Site of Smithfield Market. — 1 have so many appli- 


cations to explain my views on this subject, that I have concluded to publish them in 
the August number of the ‘ assess pe In the mean time any hints will be thank. 
fully received.—Zd. 


Notes on Captures of Lepidoptera.—All the books speak of Micropteryx Calthella 


as frequenting Caltha palustris, but I have never as yet met with it on that plant, | 
‘find both that species and Mansuetella in complete clusters on the flowers of Carex 
paludosa and recurva, in a damp wood here, called Hortham Wood, in the open spots 
formed by rides cut for the use of the gamekeepers. Although Caltha grows abun. 
dantly in a brook close to the wood, I have continually sought in vain for a single 
Micropteryx on its blossoms. I shall feel glad if your more experienced correspon- 
dents will inform me whether they have ever, and with what success, searched the Ca- 
rices in their localities. M. rubrifasciella, too, associates with its congeners in the 
above-mentioned place, and is by no means scarce. I have found Adela fibulella un- 
usually common this year, on Myosotis arvensis, in sunny spots in Rudge Wood here, 
at “hot noon.” Is the female of Melitea Artemis much rarer than the male in all 
places? It isso here, decidedly; I having met with but four this season, though I 
could have taken the males by scores. This year has been so miserably unproductive 
_ with me, that almost the only thing worth having has been Penthina marginana, which 
I took last week, freely skipping among the long grass, in the grips of some cold bit- 
ter pastures here, from 3 to 7, p.m. It was, however, almost confined to one field, a 
very prolific one, as I took in it at the same time, Melitea Artemis, Syrichthus Alveo- 
lus, Thanaos Tages, Heliodes Heliaca, Euclidia Glyphica and Mi, the three common 
Pyrauste, Bucculatrix aurimaculella, Elachista cinereopunctella, nigrella and pul- 
chella, Gracilaria Tringipennella, and several others of more common character. For 


the benefit of still greener tyros than myself, I would remark, that where you find any | 


insect affecting peculiar localities, note the ewact spot, and hunt it thoroughly, for in 
many cases I have found it a waste of time to try only some fifty yards from the pre- 
cise habitat; and finally, take every specimen you can of “a good thing,” when you 
_ have the opportunity ; for I have occasionally met with such in comparative plenty in 
one afternoon, yet on searching again, have failed to find it through the whole season. 
—J. Allen Hill ; Almondsbury House, June 7, 1851. 

Food of Papilio Machaon.—When in August I collect the larve of Depressaria 
Pimpinelle, I find at the same time the larve of Papilio Machaon, but only singly, 
and, those of Eupithecia Centaureata, which are more abundant on the same plant, 
(Pimpinella Saxifraga). Since Pimpinella magna is scarce here, I have not found 
any Machaon larve on it; and probably no eggs would be laid on it, since the plant 
prefers rather moist places: but doubtless the larve of P. Machaon would feed on it. 
Here that insect is found most freely on Athamanta Oreoselinum, as I have already 
mentioned in the ‘Isis.’ I bred a Machaon from Pimpinella this spring (in March), 
and have still a living pupa from Pimpinella. —P. C. Zeller. 

The Terminations Cilla and Ceps.—In my opinion cilla is nothing by itself, but 
illa is a diminutive termination, like el/la. Albus (albicans), albicus, albiculus, albicil- 
lus, albicellus. Bombycilla is from Bombyx, Bombyc-illa. We have also indeed a 
Geometra “ albicillata,” in which no “ white tail” has been thought of, eps is from 


| 
| 
| 
0 
C 
0 
fi 
a 
nl 
| 
C 
i 
| 
4 
i 
t 
| 
| 
| 


~ 


ZOOLOGICAL NOTES AND QUERIES, (Continued). 


caput, and compound words like biceps are found in lexicons. Ceps has also i in the 
genitive cipitis, and such a formation as flavicaput is decidedly un-Latin:—Id. 

To Collectors of Micro-Lepidoptera.—In the course of a single season the number 
of discovertes that are made is really surprising. The food and habits of species are 


continually being detected by some one or other of the numerous collectors now at 


work ; and it not unfrequently happens that a collector discovers the metamorphoses 
of some species, but never thinks of recording his observations, presuming that the 
fact is already known, and only new to himself. I should feel particularly obliged to 
any micro-lepidopterist, whether personally known to me or otherwise, who would com- 
municate to me at the end of the season any observations he may have made ; even 
guesses at habits are useful, for if three or four collectors happen to have made the same 
guess, it is probably not very wide of the truth. The observations sent to me I would 
collate and digest, and publish in the pages of the ‘ Zoologist. _— H. T. Stainton ; 
Mountsfield, Lewisham, Kent. 

Lists of Lepideptere —I send you a line to suggest, in order to facilitate exchan- 
ges among entomologists, that the Catalogues of Messrs. Doubleday and Stainton be 
reprinted, having the genera and species numbered. Thus :— 

Rhopalocera. 
7—1. 
10—9. 
would at once express that I wanted Colias Hyale and Polyommatus Agestis, Or:— 
Geometre. 
44—11. 
46—5. 3 
would express Coremia propugnaria and Anticlea rubidaria: and so on for any other 
family, genus or species. New species or genera would come in with the new edition, 
which might be published once in two years. Some plan of this kind would be of very 
great service to collectors, and would tend very much to the adoption of that ee de- 
sideratum—a uniform nomenclature.—C. R. Bree ; Stowmarket. 

Mr. Stephens’s Catalogue of Lepidoptera.— Mr. Stephens states (Zool. 3162) that 
M. Guenée, had he read the Introduction to the recently published Catalogue in ques- 
tion, would have found that one object was “ to ascertain (not adopt) every name,” 


ke. Now this is a most important difference, and without attempting to enter into — 


the merits of Hiibner’s ‘ Verzeichniss, I should like clearly to understand, and I think 
the readers of the ‘ Zoologist’ will be greatly interested in the information, whether 
the names in question are proposed for adoption or only ascertained. Mr. Doubleday 
evidently thinks they are proposed for adoption, or he would scarcely have sent me the 
paper to which Mr. Stephens replies. Let us take a few examngies as they occur. 
At page 3. Aporia, Hib. V. 90. 

5. Euchloe, Hib. V. 94. 

8. Enodia, Hub. V. 61. 

9, Ccnonympha, Hib. V. 65. 
Similar instances occur every page or two throughout the book, but these four are suf- 
ficient: are they ascertained or adopted? In many instances, say, Gonepteryx, page 
2, where “ Anteos, Hiib. V. 99,” stands as a synonyme, I understand clearly that An- 
teos is not adopted: but I supposed that Aporia, Euchloé, Enodia and Cenonympha 


were adopted. The entire pith of the matter will be contained in n the reply to this 


question.— Edward Newman, 
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Crustacka.—List of Crustacea taken at Weymouth, from March, 1850, to March, 


Prockepinas or Societies.—Zoological Society, 3176. Entomological Society, 


Entomological Localities, J. W. Douglas, Esq., 3182. 


-sand..the more remarkable Varieties, of the Genus Bos. By GEORGE VASEY. 
. Beautifully Illustrated with Seventy-two Engravings; and uniform with Yarre1ts | 
¢ Birds’ and ‘ Fishes’; and ‘Quadrupeds’ and ‘Reptiles’ | 


Published by Gzorce Bices, 421, Strand; and may be had-(by order) of 
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